
Music Curriculum Map 2022-2023 Key Stage 3 
 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year 7 

Learning Theory of 
Music - reading and 
understanding 
‘Standard Notation’ 
(notes), and a basic 
study of 
‘Instruments of the 
Orchestra’. 
Activities: 
Baseline Tests. 
The treble and bass 
staves plus note 
values notation and 
relate to Maths. 
Singing in tune and 
in time – ‘Alice The 
Musical’. 

Learning Theory of 
Music - reading and 
understanding 
‘Standard Notation’ 
(rests), and basic 
study of 
Keyboards. 
Activities: 
Improving singing in 
tune and in time with 
expression - Singing 
in tune and in time – 
‘Alice The Musical’. 
Understanding 
basics of keyboards. 
music notation of 
silence values, 
(rests). 
Assessments AP1- 
singing and Written 
theory test on past 2 
projects. 

Learning Theory of 
Music - reading and 
understanding 
‘Standard Notation’ 
Activities: 
Improving singing in 
tune and in time with 
full expressive 
control. 
Understanding more 
detail of playing 
keyboards and music 
notation of dynamics. 
Keyboard 
assessment playing 
with fluency – ‘Ode 
to Joy’. 
 

Understanding how 
music can paint a 
picture and how 
images can 
stimulate musical 
writing, 
(Composition). 
Activities: 
Listening and 
applying imagination 
as to how a piece of 
music incites one’s 
imagination. 
Learning the use of 
ICT programs such 
as ‘Mixcraft’ to create 
music to a still 
image. 
Assessments AP2- 
performing and 
Written theory test 
on past 2 projects. 

Understanding 
music from other 
cultures – Gamelan 
from Indonesia, 
how performed and 
writing in this style. 
Activities: 
Understanding 
Where Indonesia is 
and about the culture 
therein via still and 
moving images. 
Learning about the 
scale system used 
and how their music 
is constructed. 
Learning about the 
instruments used. 
Performing a 
‘Balungan’ and 
related layers built 
up from it, 
performing as a 
class on 
keyboards/tuned 
percussion. 
Composing in the 
Gamelan style. 
Possibility of 
performing on Oxford 
Pitt River Museum 
Gamelan set. 

Understanding a 
new instrument 
type – Ukulele, 
(fretted stringed 
instruments). 
Activities: 
Learning the open 
strings and the parts 
of the Ukulele. 
Learning how to 
pluck each string and 
strum the strings. 
Learning the 
chromatic scale in 
relation to the fretted 
stringed instruments. 
Learning how to stop 
the fingers of the Left 
Hand, (LH) behind 
the frets to play 
chords. 
Learning to play 
melodies, (tunes) on 
the Ukulele. 
Assessments AP3 - 
performing and 
Written theory test 
on past 2 projects. 



Year 8 

Learning Theory of 
Music - reading and 
understanding 
Standard Notation 
(refresher). 
Activities: 
Learning how to 
follow ‘Standard 
Notation’ whilst 
listening to the 
passage of music 
and answering 
questions on the 
passage ‘Cantiones’. 
Learning to perform 
above music as a 
class, playing 
perfectly in time. 
Creating a short 
passage of their own 
in a similar style to fit 
in-between the 
original, 
forming a longer 
structured piece. 
Learning about more 
complex rhythms. 

Understanding a 
new instrument 
type – Ukulele, 
(fretted stringed 
instruments). 
Activities: 
Learning the open 
strings and the parts 
of the Ukulele. 
Learning how to 
pluck each string and 
strum the strings. 
Learning the 
chromatic scale in 
relation to the fretted 
stringed instruments. 
Learning how to stop 
the fingers of the Left 
Hand, (LH) behind 
the frets to play 
chords. 
Learning to play 
melodies, (tunes) on 
the Ukulele. 

Learning Theory of 
Music - reading and 
understanding 
Standard Notation 
– more depth of 
study on 
chromaticism. 
Activities: 
Learning about a 
famous composer, 
Beethoven. 
Introduction to 
‘tonality’, Major and 
minor. 
Learning more depth 
of chromaticism in 
relation to performing 
on keyboards. 
Performing ‘Fur 
Elise’. 
Learning about 
playing chords on a 
keyboard 
Assessment AP1 on 
past 2 projects. 

Understanding how 
moving images can 
stimulate musical 
writing, 
(Composition). 
Activities: 
Learning and 
applying imagination 
as to how music can 
be used to enhance 
& accompany 
moving images. 
Learning the use of 
ICT programs such 
as ‘Mixcraft’ to create 
music and sound 
effects to a short, 
animated film clip. 
Learning about 
dynamics, timbre, 
tempo, texture 
Assessments on 
composing and a 
Written test on 
impact of music and 
film. 

Understanding 
music from other 
cultures – Musical 
flavours of Japan. 
Activities: 
Understanding about 
the musical culture 
therein via still and 
moving images. 
Learning about the 
scale system used 
and how their music 
is constructed. 
Learning a little of 
traditional Japanese 
instruments and their 
role in the 3 theatre 
forms of Japan. 
Learning the 
Japanese alphabet 
to aid pronunciation 
of Japanese song 
‘Sakura’ 
Performing ‘Sakura’ 
by singing/playing on 
keyboards and 
assessed. 
Studying a British 
song based on 
Japanese influences 
and performing in 
groups on a range of 
instruments. 
Assessments AP3 - 
performing and 
Written theory test 
on past 2 projects. 
 

Understanding 
Songwriting, 
(Composition) 
Activities: 
Ability to choose a 
topic.  Learn how to 
analyse what a song 
is about.  
Understand fully the 
possible structures of 
songs and what 
gives a ‘style’ it’s 
style. 
Learning that 
processes used in 
English lessons to 
create poems are 
also present in 
writing words to 
songs. 
Learning more about 
‘tonality’ – Major and 
minor. 
Research that there 
are many styles, 
(genres) of songs, 
each with their 
particular musical 
characteristics. 
Assessment AP2 on 
last 2 projects. 
Learning how to fit 
words to notes and 
vise-versa including 
‘mellisma’ 
Learning how to use 
chords in songs, 
adding a rhythm on 
percussion, adding 
other instruments 
and their role in 



songs.  Deciding 
how successful a 
song is, and their 
own song compares, 
successfully or not. 

Year 9 

Essential Keyboard 
skills.  
Understanding the 
possibilities of 
using the internal 
electronics of most 
electric keyboards. 
Activities: 
Learning to Play a 
popular tune with the 
right hand, 
(RH) fluently. 
Learning to Play a 
popular tune with the 
right hand, 
(RH) fluently to a 
chosen beat from the 
‘style’ button, and 
slowing down or 
speeding up the 
tempo. 
Learning to play 
single finger chord 
sequences with the 
left hand, (LH) using 
the ACMP, 
(accompaniment) 
button. 
Learning to play with 
both hands together 
using above 
functions, changing 
tempo in order to 
keep in time. 

Rap and Hip-Hop – 
Students learn 
about the history of 
this genre, study 
possible structures 
and create their 
own Rap based on 
a stimulus of their 
choice. 
Activities: 
Learn the history of 
Rap music from 
1970s onward. 

Learning how Rap 
and hip-hop culture 
still uses the six 
musical elements 
even though the 
musical style is quite 
different. 

Learning how to 
analyse a track as a 
class by honing their 
listening skills to pick 
out various features. 

Further listening of 5 
more tracks and 
labelling what they 
hear. 

Students will have 
the opportunity of 
creating and 
performing a Rap in 

12-Bar Blues - 
Students learn 
about the history of 
this genre, and 
learn to play the 
chord sequence on 
keyboards 
performing as a 
class and in small 
groups. 
Activities: 
Learning the chord 
sequence and 
performing, keeping 
time as a class. 
Learning to compose 
12-Bar Blues lyrics of 
their own to fit within 
the typical chord 
sequence, choosing 
a topic of their 
choice. 
Transferring Ukulele 
skills to guitar. 
Collaborating as a 
group of 4/5 to pool 
their lyrics together 
to create and 
perform a longer 
blues song. 
Assessment AP2 on 
past 2 projects. 

Understanding 
music from other 
cultures – 
Brazilian Samba 
Batucada. Students 
learn the creative 
processes involved 
within this genre, 
not just about the 
rhythms within the 
music, but the 
whole Festival style 
of costumes and 
dance and the 
impact upon the 
Favellas of Rio. 
Activities: 
Learning about the 
Rio culture and 
history of Samba. 
Learning about the 
instruments used 
and how they are 
played, swapping 
instrument types to 
learn those parts. 
Learning to follow 
the ‘Apito’ calls and 
what to do on those 
calls. 
Practising to a 
backing track as they 
do in Rio ready to 
perform as a class. 

Rondos and  
re-occurring 
structures – 
Learning about 
longer musical 
structures 
Activities: 
Introduce students to 
alternating structures 
in a variety of stylistic 
contexts.  Students 
listen and appraise 
Carillon from 
Poulenc’s Suite 
Francaise. 
They analyse it 
without any answers 
being given away by 
the teacher, however 
some assistance is 
given in terms of 
“Listen out for…, 
what can you hear?”  
Questions related to 
instrumentation, 
different melodies to 
create the rondo 
structure without 
stating rondo, pitch 
and dynamics.  
Students practice 
playing Carillon 
using keyboards or 
tuned percussion 
culminating in a 

Minimalism – Study 
of a serious 
compositional 
technique from 
1960s onwards 
Activities: 
Learning about the 
genre in general and 
its hypnotic nature. 
Learning about ‘cells’ 
‘germs’ and other 
terminology used to 
describe methods of 
composing music in 
this genre. 
Learning how to 
manipulate creative 
ideas using: 
Phasing 
Additional notes 
inversions 
retrograde 
inverted retrograde 
broken repetitive 
patterns 
This work will involve 
students using either 
Mixcraft or Sibelius 
music programs. 
Music theory re-
learning will be an 
important aspect of 
this project.  This 
could be a precursor 
to Music GCSE 



Learning to use the 
SYNC 
START/ACMP 
buttons to begin a 
performance and 
finish with the 
ENDING button. 
Assessment to show 
skill in performing a 
challenging piece as 
above according to 
ability level. 
 

response to musical 
and/or non-musical 
stimulus. 
 

Possibility of creating 
costumes for 
performance, just as 
they do in Rio. 

class performance of 
the rondo where 
each group of 4 
students perform a 
different section and 
a different part, 
alternating as 
required by the 
structure. 
Assessment AP1 on 
past 2 projects. 

should students wish 
to follow that path 
rather than BTEC. 
Assessment AP2 on 
past 2 projects. 

 


