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From Mr Hatton 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers,  

I’m pleased to be able to share key information about your Key Stage 4 

curriculum design and choices.  

The choices you make are important; they’ll help you to pursue your 

talents and passions, and put you on the pathway to fulfilling life and 

career options.  

Although the choices you make will shape your future, please don’t feel 

that you’re alone. You’ll get information, advice and guidance about 

your choices from me, your tutor, Subject Leaders and many others to make sure you’re making 

the best choices for you.  

Making Good Choices 
It can be tempting to choose the same options as your friends, or the subject which you think will 

be easiest. However, you’ll be studying these subjects for at least two years; if you select subject 

you don’t enjoy, you may find yourself bored and unfulfilled. It’s not likely that you’ll be in the same 

classes as your friends either.  This is a time to put yourself first; what will interest and stimulate 

you? What will help you to pursue your career goals? What will help you to grow into the best 

version of yourself?  

The Options Process 
1. You’ll have Options Assemblies soon, to hear from a range of teachers and subject leaders 

about the courses on offer 

2. You’ll have an Options Evening on the 23rd of February to learn more about the choices you 

have, and what they could lead to 

3. There will be time to discuss your options with your tutor and get some advice between these 

assemblies and Options Evening. 

4. You must submit your final choices online by the 2nd of March (instructions are below). We’ll 

ask you to choose 4 subjects, plus 2 reserves, in order to ensure we can best match you with 

your preferred subjects.  

5. We will review your choices and discuss them with some students, if we feel you should 

consider them in more depth, or your preferred options are not available 

Submitting Your Choices 
Students can submit their subject choices online at https://my.edval.education/login by Thursday 

2nd March 2022, at 12 noon.  

Your unique Webcode (required for login) will be emailed to you. If unsure, your tutor has a list of 

webcodes for all students in their tutor group.   

Good luck, and please speak with your tutor or me if you’d like help with your choices. 

 

Mr Leigh Hatton 

Year 9 Leader 

https://my.edval.education/login


 
 
 

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

In Key Stage 4, students will pursue a range of core academic subjects, subjects pertaining to 

wider personal development, and options.  

Core Subjects 
• Mathematics 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Combined or Triple Science1 

Personal Development 
• PSHE (including RS)2 

• PE (practical, Core PE) 

Options 
• An EBACC Option: 

o Triple Science 

o History 

o Geography 

o French 

o Spanish 

o Computer Science 

 

• 3 other options (can be a combination of GCSE and vocational subjects) 

o Art (standard or Textiles specialisms) 

o Business 

o Child Development 

o Drama 

o Dance 

o Food Technology 

o iMedia 

o Music 

o Physical Education 

o Psychology 

o Religious Studies 

 

  

                                                             
1 Students taking Triple Science must choose this as one of their subject options, in additional to core 
science lessons 
2 The PSHE course does not result in a formal qualification. It includes core personal development, 
Relationships and Sex Education, Careers and Religious Studies content, and is delivered in PSHE lessons, 
Charter Days, tutor time activities, assemblies and other activities 



 
 
 

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
The English Baccalaureate is a specific set of subjects which the Government advises students to 

take in order to give themselves the best-rounded education and widen opportunities to achieve 

the best places at Colleges, Sixth Forms and Universities.  

A student is considered to have achieved the EBacc if they take and pass English, Maths, Science, 

either French or Spanish, and either Geography or History.  

We encourage as many students as possible to take this combination of students, as we believe 

they provide an excellent grounding in key knowledge and skills for life, and open doors to future 

opportunities.  

However, we appreciate that students have varied interests and needs; therefore we do not 

mandate that all students taken the EBacc.  

We encourage all students to take a combination of subjects which helps to stretch and challenge 

them, and ensure that they develop in a broad range of areas.  

 

Students with Special Educational Needs 
Students with Special Educational Needs and their families may be especially anxious about the 

Options process. We understand that students with SEND may benefit from additional guidance 

and support during this process; each child’s Key Worker or a designated member of the SEND 

team will make contact during this process to provide additional guidance and support to these 

students and their families.  

 

The vast majority of students with SEND will find that our curriculum offer gives them the right 

balance and choice of subjects to suit their needs and prepare them for life after school. Students 

with SEND are entitled to additional support to succeed across the curriculum for example, 

teaching adaptations, LSA support and other interventions to help them flourish.  

 

On rare occasions we may make specific adaptations to the curriculum based on individual 

students’ needs. Such arrangements will be reviewed on an individual basis.  

 

 

  



 
 
 

 

CORE SUBJECTS 

All students study these subjects.  

English Language (AQA) 

GCSE English Language is an important foundation for many of the courses you may take in 

employment or further education, and a requirement for many university courses.  It is a core 

subject, which helps you to develop your powers of self-expression and improve your reading and 

writing. It is a qualification essential for your future school and university studies, but it is also a skill 

you will make use of in all aspects of your life.   

GCSE English Language is designed to develop and enhance personal skills of reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and to encourage learners to be inspired, moved and changed by following 

a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It will prepare you to make informed 

decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices and to use language to 

participate effectively in society and employment. 

 
What will you learn? 

• GCSE English Language covers a wide range of basic language knowledge and skills.  It will 
allow you to develop a good understanding of a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 
21st centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as 
reviews and journalism. 

• You will have the opportunity to read and evaluate these texts critically and make 
comparisons between them, as well as summarising and synthesising information or ideas.  

• You will use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve your writing, being 
able to write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately.   

• You will develop your use of grammar and punctuation as well as acquiring and applying a 
wide vocabulary, grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 
spoken language. 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• Almost all jobs and careers require you to have GCSE English Language.  The skills and 
knowledge that you will learn through the qualification will ensure that you are prepared for 
life.  

• There are several careers that would directly lead from studying this course, which include 
law, teaching, lexicography, journalism, Public Relations, marketing and job roles within the 
media. 

 
 

  



 
 
 

 
English Literature (AQA) 
When reading literature, we want students exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events, and 

settings; distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining motivation, 

sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or events.  

To enhance their critical reading skills developed in language by identifying the theme and 

distinguishing between themes; supporting a point of view by referring to evidence in the text; 

recognising the possibility of and evaluating different responses to a text; using understanding of 

writers’ social, historical and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal 

response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the text. We hope this will develop a love for 

reading and enable students to relate key concepts to their own experiences. 

 
What will you learn? 
 
As part of this course, you will read the following core texts: 
 

• An Inspector Calls by JB Priestley 

• Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

• A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

• Power and conflict poetry anthology (provided by AQA) 

•  
This course allows you to access and develop a wide range of basic language knowledge and 

skills.  These include understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context, exploring aspects of 

plot, characterisation, events and settings, and distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and 

what is implied. 

You will be able to identify the theme of a text, as well as being able to support a point of view by 

referring to evidence in it.  You will be expected to understand writers’ social, historical and cultural 

contexts and use this to make informed personalised responses that derives from analysis and 

evaluation of the text.   

You will be able to analyse and evaluate how language, structure, form and presentation contribute 

to quality and impact, as well as using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation.  You 

will compare and contrast texts, writing effectively about literature for a range of purposes. 

 

Why Choose This Subject? 
Literature teaches us how to live. Literature makes the reader visit places, experience events, meet 
people, listen to them, feel their joys and sufferings. It takes years to acquire so much wisdom that 
a single book of literary merit instils in a reader. Literature mirrors the society and its mannerisms. 
 

  



 
 
 

Mathematics (Edexcel)  

At The Mandeville School we believe Maths is an essential core of our curriculum because it is 

essential to everyday life. Not only does it equip you with the skills needed to solve complex 

problems, but it is also critical to science and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of 

employment. 

 

The curriculum consists of a wide range of mathematical topics (Number, Ratio, Geometry, 

Probability, Statistics and Algebra) designed to give you the best opportunities for success at the 

various key stages both in maths and across other subjects and future employability. This in turn 

will help build you into a confident and independent problem solver who is able to apply skills to un-

signposted problems, who is happy and able to embrace maths at a level appropriate to you. 

 
What will you learn? 
 
Foundation Higher 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Graphs, Tables and Charts 

• Fractions and Percentages 

• Equations, Inequalities and Sequences 

• Angles 

• Averages and Range 

• Perimeter, Area and Volume 
 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Interpreting and representing data 

• Fractions, Ratio and Proportion 

• Angles and Trigonometry 

• Graphs 

• Area and Volume 

• Transformation and Constructions 
 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 
 
Maths is important because it provides you with the ability to reason mathematically so that you 

can understand the world around you and use these skills to confidently navigate your way around 

the working world. You will be brought into a unique way of seeing things by following procedures 

and contextualising problems. 

  



 
 
 

Combined & Triple Science (AQA)  

Learning about the world around us is fundamental for all young people; how our environment 
works, the processes within the human body, forces in action within our universe, and wonderful 
elements of our world.  
 
The majority of students take Combined Science, which is a double-GCSE containing elements of 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology. The grade received at the end is a unique double grade such as 
(9-9) based on the combination of all three science. 
 
Some students opt for Triple Science, which is three separate GCSE courses; one in each of the 
three science subjects. You can find more details about Triple Science in the EBACC Subjects 
section below.  
 
Students take either Foundation or Higher Tier Combined Science, depending on their efforts, 
abilities and performance in mock assessments. Tiers of entry are decided in Year 11, to give the 
great possible chance for students to achieve their best.  
 
 
What will you learn? 
Biology: Cell biology, organisation, infection and response, bioenergetics, homeostasis and 
response, inheritance variation and evolution, and ecology. 
 
Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic table, bonding structure and the properties of matter, 
quantitative chemistry, chemical changes, energy changes, the rate and extent of chemical 
change, organic chemistry, chemical analysis, and chemistry of the atmosphere and using 
resources. 
 
Physics: Energy, electricity, particle model of matter, atomic structure, forces, waves, magnetism 
and electromagnetism, and space 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 
 
Science inspires the relentless 'Why?' questions of life to solve both our biggest mysteries and 
most terrifying disasters.  
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PSHE   

PSHE will provide pupils with the skills and knowledge to thrive in our fast-changing society. Pupils 
will have the opportunity to practise skills such as assertiveness and debating, while exploring 
issues relevant to their age and to our community. 
 
PSHE includes both lessons delivered fortnightly in form time and workshops delivered on Charter 
Days. 
 
 
What will you learn? 

• Mental Health: you will learn about looking after your emotional well-being, how to identify 
symptoms of mental illness and where to seek help. 

• Relationships: you will learn about healthy and abusive relationships; factors that influence 
our choices in a partnership; different types of families and the role of parents; sexual health 
including route to parenthood, contraception and STIs. 

• Citizenship: you will learn about the British values and political system. You will learn about 
what rights citizens have and how power is shared in a democratic system. 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• You will gain essential skills and knowledge, no matter where the future will lead you 

• You will have the opportunity to express yourself. 
 

 

Physical Education (Core)  
In Years 10 and 11 students will continue to develop their physical literacy skills with a particular 
focus on ‘Engagement in physical activities for life’.  This is done by ensuring lessons are both 
engaging and purposeful.   
 
TMS students will experience a range of sporting activities within their curriculum (invasion, net-
wall, creative, non-traditional and striking and fielding).   
 
Using the TMS Award, students are assessed in each activity covered during KS4, this award uses 
criteria consistent with the KS3 ‘ME in PE’ but is presented as Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum. 
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EBACC Options 
 

French (AQA) 
Whatever you want to do later in life, knowing more languages will grant you more opportunities. 
As a scientist, you may want to collaborate with research Universities around the world; as a 
Journalist, you might want to interview people in different countries; or as an Engineer, you might 
get the chance to work on a major international project. Whatever job you are applying for, 
speaking multiple languages could put you ahead of all the other candidates. 
However, of course, it is not all about jobs and courses. Some of the biggest social problems we 
face today come from a lack of understanding and respect between people from different parts of 
the world. Learning languages helps you to understand people from other cultures, and to make 
yourself understood to them too – so, by learning more of them, you could become part of the force 
that solves these problems for good. A language qualification demonstrates your ability to 
communicate effectively with people of all ages and backgrounds as well as understand and 
appreciate cultural diversity. 
 
The course for French comprises four skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing, all of which 
are assessed by formal examinations at the end of Year 11. 
 
What will you learn? 

• Identity and Culture: In this topic students will answer key questions about their family and 
friends, technology, free time and customs/festivals of France or Spain. 

• Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest: In this topic students will 
answer key questions about their home and local environment, global/social issues such as 
climate change/environmental problems and healthy living and topics surrounding travel and 
tourism.  

• Current and Future Study and Employment: In this topic students will talk about school 
and career choices in the target language. Grammar points covered will include idiomatic 
expressions and expressing opinions with justifications along with comparative/superlative 
language. 

 
Students will also cover different tenses, specific vocabulary and practise the four skills as well as 
translation on each topic. 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• In line with increased globalisation, the ability to communicate in a second (or even third) 
language will increase a student’s marketability.  

• Employers tend to prefer candidates who speak one or more foreign languages.  
• This is certainly true for careers in Import/Export Sales, Banking, Journalism, Broadcasting, 

Hotel Management, Travel Industry, Engineering and Marketing. 

• Students who are hoping to go to University will benefit particularly from GCSE French. 
Universities know that languages are very demanding, academic subjects; that they 
improve the ability to speak and write in English; and that they help students to recognise 
patterns and crack codes more quickly than others do. Having extra GCSE Languages can 
therefore mark you out as particularly talented, whatever course you may be applying for. 
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Spanish (Board and Syllabus AQA) 

All GCSE language courses are linear, which means that students will be assessed on all four 

skills at the end of the course. There is a higher and foundation tier for: 

 • Listening (25%) – students will need to demonstrate that they can understand and respond to 

different types of spoken language.  

• Reading (25%) – they will need to demonstrate that they can understand and respond to different 

types of written language. 

• Speaking (25%) – students will need to communicate and interact effectively in speech for a 

variety of purposes.  

• Writing (25%) – students will need to communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes.  

The main content of the GCSE Spanish course is the Spanish language! Students will learn how to 

use the language, with lots of speaking and interactive activities to practise it all. They have 

already a huge amount of existing knowledge which they can bring to their Spanish GCSE course. 

They are also already an expert in how to translate, how to write and how to speak to get a good 

grade, so they will continue developing and improving their skills.  

What will you learn? 

• Identity and Culture: In this topic students will answer key questions about their family and 
friends, technology, free time and customs/festivals of France or Spain. 

• Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest: In this topic students will 
answer key questions about their home and local environment, global/social issues such as 
climate change/environmental problems and healthy living and topics surrounding travel and 
tourism.  

• Current and Future Study and Employment: In this topic students will talk about school 
and career choices in the target language. Grammar points covered will include idiomatic 
expressions and expressing opinions with justifications along with comparative/superlative 
language. 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• Studying Spanish at GCSE can continue to enhance your linguistic and communication 
skills at A-level.  

• A modern language is useful in the world of business, leisure, tourism and education. 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 

History (Edexcel)  

During this course you study a thematic study and historic environment, a period study, a British 
depth study, and a modern depth study. We follow the Edexcel GCSE History course which will be 
assessed in three papers at the end of Year 11. It is a great opportunity to learn about the origins 
of real-life conflict. History is one of the most sought-after GCSE’s as you will learn how to evaluate 
evidence, formulate opinions and create judgements through writing.  
 
What will you learn? 

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918- 1939 
Our most popular topic, his will build on a lot of core Year 9 knowledge to assess life in 
Weimar and Nazi Germany. We look in more detail at the effects of the Weimar government 
on Germany and other world events like the Wall Street Crash and the First World War. 
 

• The Cold War 
This key topic examines the effects of tensions between superpower countries after World 
War Two. It explores key themes we have covered in Year 99 about the rivalry between 
Capitalism and Communism. Specifically, we will apply this to the USA and the USSR 
(Communist Russia).  
 

• The History of Medicine 
This is about some of the most important questions in the whole of history. Today we live far 
longer than our ancestors did. We are healthier and have more chance of surviving major 
illnesses. So why has medicine - and our health - changed so much over the centuries? 
 

• Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 
Learn about one of England’s most fascinating Queens who changed things so dramatically. 
This engaging period of history looks at the changes Elizabeth made to religion after a 
‘rollercoaster’ of changes before her and ends in the Spanish Armada.  

 
 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• Most useable GCSE for all careers, especially high paying ones like journalism and politics.  

• Learn from past mistakes and get a much broader cultural awareness. 
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Geography (OCR B: Geography for Enquiring Minds)  
Geography is the subject to explore what the world around us is like, why it is like it and to come up 
with actions that we can make positive changes for it. We get to experience fieldwork and ‘do’ 
geography beyond the classroom in an urban setting and at the coast or in a river! We build a host 
of skills and knowledge which allow you to make the difficult decisions required in the world beyond 
school in employment and managing projects and people.  
 
Throughout the course we will investigate geography across both the human and physical 
sections. Through greater understanding about how the world works in terms of natural processes 
and crucially, how humans interact and operate in the world, we can explore some of the world’s 
greatest challenges and consider solutions to these.  
 
Through a range of assessment styles, you will be able to share your ideas about the world and 
challenge why things are the way they are. Not only will your understanding of the world increase, 
but through geographical enquiry you will develop a range of critical skills that both support you in 
other subjects and in future employment.  
 
What will you learn? 
  

• Global hazards: (including volcanoes, earthquakes, tropical storms and drought), what they 
are, why people live near them, what damage they cause and how to minimise this  

• Urbanisation: why people move in and out of cities, plus, the opportunities and problems 
this cause 

• Biomes and climactic regions: (tropical rainforest/hot deserts/polar regions), looking at a 
range of flora and fauna and how they co-exist  

• Development of nations:  where is more/less developed and why, plus, what impacts this 
has  

• Resource Reliance: How the UK and around the world is going to cope with an ever-
growing demand for food, water and energy.  

• Global warming and climate change 

• The UK in the 21st century: It’s role and influence around the world, the challenges we face 
and how we might address them 

• At least two experiences of fieldwork; one physical and human geography-based - and 
analysing the effectiveness of these. This will involve trip(s) out of school. 
 

Why Choose This Subject?  
 

• The subject that gives you the best knowledge and skills to meet the world’s challenges. 

• Use of geographical information systems - ever increasingly important in so many industries. 

• Communication - essential for all roles at all levels in employment.  

• Justification of decision making - key skill for higher paying roles like management.  

• Complex presentation of research – key skill for high paying roles like researcher/marketing. 
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Computer Science (AQA)  

Are you curious? Given the rapid pace of technology development, computer scientists are in high 
demand, not just for their ability to develop programs but to go beyond! Studying this challenging 
course will allow you to develop your understanding of what happens within the ‘black box’ of 
computers, big data, machine learning, AI and associated applications through development of 
your programming and problem-solving skills in a wide range of modern applications. 
 
In the modern world, all areas of employment and leisure involve use and understanding of 
computing beyond the basics of information communication technology. This course is essential for 
any student who wishes to develop future applications of computer technology or developing 
software. 
 
The course is 100% exam based that will stretch and challenge you. 
 
What you will learn? 

• Computational thinking 

• Programming (Python v3) 

• Data representation 

• Computer systems 

• Database theory 

• Legal, ethical, moral and cultural impact of technology in society. 
 

GCSE Computer Science prepares students for further education in computer engineering. The 
course is designed to challenge our scientists and explore theoretical computation. It is a course 
best suited to a student who has a strong mathematical ability, logical skills and an attitude suited 
to challenging, independent working. 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• This intensive computer science works with real-world, practical programming techniques 
that provides an understanding of what makes technology work.  

• The course allows our students to progress onto courses and careers which are deeply 
involved in the development of future technology. 

• This course will also develop a range of highly desirable skill sets, such as: 

• Problem solving 

• Communication (both online and in person) 

• Programming 

• Diagnostic and analytical thinking 

• Critical thinking 
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Triple Science (AQA)  

In a world needing keen minds and thoughtful solutions, Triple Science is a brilliant course to take 
if you wish to continue Science on to A-Level (although not required) as it contains content to help 
develop scientific understanding, problem solve, and address where our world is headed. 
 
Triple Science is the fantastic option route that some of you may be interested in taking to deepen 
your interest and love of the world. Triple Science covers the same topics as the combined course 
but in greater depth, making it a more demanding course, with the additional of a whole extra unit 
in Physics of Space. With that in mind students who wish to select Triple Science need to be 
prepared to have the additional option about this course, lessons as well as the standard lessons. 
Triple Students will also have three different teachers, each specialising in the subjects they will be 
teaching. It is 100% exam based, culminating in 6 exams 1h 45min each. 
 
This is an intense course where students will have the opportunity to lead practical investigations, 
confront modern crises with scientific solutions, and will challenge you to think from different 
angles. 
 
 
What will you learn? 

• Biology: Cell Biology, Human Biology, Plant Biology, Homeostasis, Genetics, Variation, and 
Evolution 

• Chemistry: Atoms and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical 
Reactions, Chemical Energetics, Rates, Organic Chemistry, Analysis, Chemistry of the 
Atmosphere, and Chemical Resources 

• Physics: Energy, Electricity, Particles, Atoms and Radiation, Forces, Waves, 
Electromagnets, and Space 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• Provides you with the fantastic opportunity to dive deeper into the ongoing 'Why?' Of life 

• A brilliant opportunity to prepare for A Levels in the STEM field 
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Other Options 
 

Art/Textiles (AQA)  

The GCSE qualification in Art, Craft & Design encourages you to actively engage with art and 
design in order to develop as effective, independent learners and critical/reflective thinkers with 
enquiring minds. This is achieved by developing creative skills through experimentation with ideas, 
materials and techniques.  
 
Although art is for everyone, if you took art in Year 9 you will be further equipped with the 
knowledge and skills you will need at GCSE level.  
 
You will complete two components. Component 1 (60%) starts off with directed studies of art by 
your teacher which you will then take as a starting point to self-directed independent work, this is 
where you produce your own ideas for your own projects, component 2 is your exam coursework, 
this is set by the exam board and worth 40% of the entire course. 
 
What will you learn? 

• Lino and mono printing  

• Clay workshop  

• Photo editing and taking a professional photo  

• Observational drawing skills  

• Painting skills  

• Ink skills  

• Refinement skills  

• Writing skills  

• How to develop your own ideas into a visual journey  
 
In order to succeed in this subject, you must continue to develop your subject knowledge and 
artistic skills in your own time, meet all deadlines and visit art galleries in order to inspire the 
production of your work. You should be creative, willing to experiment with a variety of media and 
techniques, hard-working, conscientious, self-motivated and committed to the subject area of art, 
craft and design.   
 
A substantial amount of self-led, independent work is required throughout this course and should 
be considered before choosing this subject. 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• You will become a creative thinker through this course which gives you a different aspect 
within your other subjects, this is desirable for moving onto further education and work even 
if you don’t pick the arts as a subject. It shows you can do both creative and academic. 

• You can become an illustrator for books or a games designer.  

• An animator and work on film production. 

• Architect 

• Tattoo artist  
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Business (Edexcel GCSE 9-1 – 1BS0)  

This GCSE course is designed for those of you who would like to explore core concepts through 
the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a business. You will develop a strong general knowledge of 
many aspects of business, as well as developing a range of business skills including researching, 
planning, pitching and reviewing an enterprise idea.  
You will also develop your understanding of the key business concepts, issues and decisions used 
to grow a business, with an emphasis on aspects of marketing, operations, finance 
and human resources. You will also gain an understanding the impact of the wider world on the 
decisions a business makes as it grows. 
 
This two-year course is assessed through two themed exams at the end of the course, accounting 
for 100% of the assessment.  
 
What will you learn? 

• Why some businesses succeed while others fail 

• How the outside environment affects business planning 

• What goes into a business plan 

• How to market and promote your business 

• How business finance works 

• The legal side of running a business 

•  What makes a good businessperson. 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 
The course will build on your general knowledge, understanding and skills regarding business, 
alongside a range of practical life skills including persuasive report writing, verbal presentation 
skills, and organisational and multi-tasking skills. You will develop your ability to write essay-based 
recommendations for a wide range of business scenarios and use your maths skills to try and 
solve business problems. 
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Child Development (Pearson)  

Child Development isn’t just about looking after children, it is about how children develop over the 
first 5 years of their life and the huge milestones they achieve, such as walking, talking and gaining 
independence.  
 
Child Development can take you into many different careers, for example Speech & Language 
Therapy, Art Therapy and Midwifery/paediatrics.  
 
In BTEC Child Development, there will be three units you study over the two years. Two units of 
work will be controlled assessments, with an exam at the end of the course, sat in 
Year 11.  
 
You will have the opportunity to develop your knowledge and understanding of growth and 
development of children up to five years, how different factors, such as the environment they grow 
up in, have an impact on the growth and development of a child. 
 
You will also study play and its importance for children’s development and look at how to plan and 
help children with individual needs, such as Hearing Impairment or Physical disability. 
 
 
What will you learn? 

• Milestones children reach at certain ages. 

• How children grow and develop from 0-5 years. 

• Factors that affect growth and development, such as 
genetic conditions, housing and poverty. 

• How important play is for children’s learning and how  
adults can support it. 

• How children with individual needs can be supported in  
early years settings by adults, to grow and learn. 
 

Why Choose This Subject? 

• You will learn skills and knowledge to take you into a wide range of careers, not just Early 
Years. 

• You will become a critical thinker and be able to take the facts you learn and apply them to 
different situations and scenarios.  

• An underpinning knowledge of how important the Early Years are for children’s future 
successes.  
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Drama (AQA)  

Drama helps pupils to improve peer relationships, confidence and resilience. All of this is in 
addition to giving them the tools they need to continue to enjoy, through participation or 
appreciation, their rich Dramatic heritage throughout the rest of their lives as part of their life-long 
learning. The curriculum will encourage students to become confident and independent thinkers, 
who will be able to take on challenging opportunities to create original work and critically analyse 
professional and non-professional repertoire. Students will have an appreciation of their own work 
and that of others, always demonstrating respect and empathy.  
 
Students at The Mandeville School will explore their creativity through a variety of styles, themes 
and topics. Students will become confident and independent thinkers and strong communicators. 
They will participate in an engaging and motivational practical curriculum that supports their 
personal development alongside the development of new acting skills, as well nurturing existing 
talent.  
 
What will you learn? 
 
Component 1: Understanding Drama. 

• Section A – Theatre roles and terminology  

• Section B – Study of set text (Noughts and Crosses by Dominic Cooke & Malorie 

Blackman) 

• Section C – Live theatre production. To support students in being able to provide a 

substantial answer within this section of the exam, students are taken to see a live theatre 

production in Year 11.  

Component 2: Devising Drama 

The starting point for the devised piece is a range of stimuli, presented by the teacher. This is a 

practical component in which students are assessed on their ability to create and develop ideas to 

communicate meaning for theatrical performance, apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions 

in live performance and analyse and evaluate their own work. 

Component 3: Texts in Practice 

This component is a practical component in which students are assessed on their ability to apply 

Theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance. 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 
 

• AQA aims to develop student’s practical skills both in a vocal and physical context, 
encouraging students to explore a variety of roles in becoming a versatile performer. 
 It enriches student’s theoretical knowledge, allowing students to gain an understanding of 
stage conventions, interpret texts and analyse live performance. 

• In addition to this, the written paper requires students to develop their knowledge of the 
social, cultural and historical context of performance texts. 

 

  



 
 
 

Dance (AQA)  

 
 
Dance is a powerful and creative subject which encourages students to develop their 
creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity.  
 
Dance supports you to develop strength, stamina, resilience, confidence and collaboration 
skills.  
 
In GCSE Dance, you will explore a wide range of dance styles and genres. You will learn 
to appreciate dance, as well as choreographing and performing your own solo and 
ensemble pieces.  
 
 
What will you learn? 

 
• The course is 60% practical; you will develop solo, duet, trio and group performances.  

• You’ll learn a range of performance skills 

• You’ll also learn how to choreograph and direct others in dance 

• There’s also a theory component to the course; you will develop an understanding of the 
choreographic process and performance skills, and critically evaluate dance performances.  

 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• Dance helps you to maintain physical fitness and live longer!  

• Creative, active and emotional; dance helps you to become a well-rounded person.  

• Dance is fantastic if you’re considering a creative performance career; it pairs well with 
drama, music and PE.  

 
 
 

  



 
 
 

Food Technology (AQA)  

Our GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition course is an interesting course because you get to 
the learn about the facts behind food but also get to cook different foods, while learning about 
different cultures and needs of different people. You get to learn exciting skills like de-boning a 
chicken or fish while also learning about the nutritional values of these foods.  
 
The course allows you to establish practical cookery skills to be able to feed yourselves and others 
better. Learning about the different nutritional needs and how to cook is something that will stay 
with you and support you now and later in life, as eating is something we all have in common in the 
world.   
 
What will you learn? 

• Effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking using a variety of food 
commodities, cooking techniques and equipment 

• Knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical processes as well 
as the nutritional content of food and drinks 

• The relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and 
psychological effects of poor diet and health 

• The economic, environmental, ethical, and socio-cultural influences on food availability and 
production processes 

• Knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and 
microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and 
serving food 

• Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary 
traditions (traditional British and international), to inspire new ideas or modify existing 
recipes. 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• You will learn the essentials of food science, nutrition and how to cook healthily. This 
qualification will give you the preparation you need to succeed in the food and hospitality 
industries 

• Develop vital life skills that enable you to feed themselves and others affordably and 
nutritiously, now and later in life. 
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Health & Social Care (Pearson)  

Over the two years you will be introduced to the health and social care sector. This will lead onto 
giving you the important knowledge and understanding that is needed for working in this area. We 
look at the skills that are used by healthcare professionals on a day-to-day basis, such as a 
positive attitude, flexibility and time management, as well as the important care values in their 
professions, such as empathy and confidentiality.  
 
What will you learn? 
  

• Unit 1: Human Life Span Development 
This is the areas of growth and development and the contribution to the whole person, 
looking at physical, intellectual, emotional and social. It then looks at how physical, social 
and economic factors can affect these. The next stage is to look at how people progress in 
their lives and can be affected by expected and unexpected life events. 
 

• Unit 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values 
Here is the studying of the range of health and social care services and the barriers that can 
be faced when trying to access these. It then looks at the set of values that exist within care 
services and how to use them in a care service environment. 
 

• Unit 3: Health and Wellbeing 
This is done in an exam. The exam starts with a scenario giving the life of an individual. In 
the exam you are looking to assess the lifestyle and being able to spot positive and negative 
aspects of it and then being able to put an improvement to the lifestyle through the creation 
of a health plan 

 
 

Why Choose This Subject? 

• You will develop problem solving skills through different scenarios and the impact these can 
have on people, developing your critical thinking skills and be able to take the facts you 
learn and apply them to different situations and scenarios, across all age ranges.  

• There are a wide range of careers in the Health & Social Care sector, from Health Care 
Assistants (HCA) to Paramedics and Nurses which will benefit you by studying this subject, 
taking you into further education. 
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Creative iMedia (OCR)  

For the developers of tomorrow, we offer a creative Digital Media course. In this pathway, you will 
learn to develop your understanding of digital media platforms and technology through the 
development of your digital media skill set using a range of platforms.  
In the modern world, all areas of employment and leisure involve use and understanding of digital 

media. This course is essential for any student who wishes to develop digital media and creative 

technology. 

The course is 40% terminal (end of course) exam balanced with 60% independent coursework that 

will stretch and challenge your creative skills. 

 
 
What will you learn? 
Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia prepares students for further education and careers in 
computer animation, game design and social media engineering. It is a course best suited to a 
student who has strong creativity, logical skills and an attitude suited to challenging, independent 
working. 
Specific areas of study include interactive multimedia product development, game design, website 
design and understanding of general computer use such as presenting ideas through creative 
visual and verbal communication.  
Specific topics include audience theory, product design, media representation, graphic designs, 
critical review methods and the study of the legal, ethical, moral and cultural impact of creative 
interactive media on employees, employers and society.   

 
 
Why Choose This Subject? 
This expressive computer-based course with real-world, practical digital techniques that provides 
an understanding of what new media does and how it is created.  
The course allows our students to progress onto courses and careers which are deeply involved in 
use of digital media. 

This course will also develop a range of highly desirable skill sets, such as: 

• Problem solving and project management 

• Communication (both online and in person) 

• Digital design 

• Diagnostic and analytical thinking 

• Critical and creative thinking 
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Music (Eduqas)  

At GCSE level you will have the opportunity to focus on an instrument of your choice or voice if you 
are a singer.  You will have the opportunity to choose the music you would like to perform for each 
assessment so that it is music which interests you and music you can connect with to produce the 
best performance you can as music at this stage is not just about the notes, it is also about the 
expression and the meaning of the performance.   
 
What will you learn? 
 

• Performance skills using an instrument/voice of your choice   

• Ensemble performance  

• Compositional and editing skills  

• Music theory  

• Confidence 

• Listening and appraising skills (how to listen to or read a piece of music and analyse how it is 
made up, how it is put together) 

 
Why Choose This Subject?  
 

• Improved performance ability on your instrument/voice  

• Improved compositional skills, learning how to write music in different styles 

• Knowledge of how to read music  

• Lyric writing  

• Time management  

• Collaboration, leadership, listening, organisational and problem-solving skills 

• Creative thinking  

• Looks good on CV’s and is highly looked on by employers due to the nature of the demand 
the skills you learn/need take to master 

 

 

  



 
 
 

Physical Education (OCR)  

GCSE study in PE is a broad, coherent and practical subject. The specifications in PE will equip 
you with the knowledge, understanding, skills and values to develop and maintain your 
performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, fitness and well-being. 
 
Lessons will comprise of a combination of theory and practical learning. 
 
This course provides you with an insight into the science behind PE - this will require you to 
develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and 
sport and use this knowledge to improve performance.  
 
It will enable you to understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance 
in physical activity and sport, and to understand how to perform effectively in different physical 
activities by developing skills and techniques.  
 
You will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate performance in physical activity and sport, 
understand the contribution which physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-
being. 
 
What will you learn? 

• Applied anatomy and physiology 

• Physical training 

• Socio-cultural influences 

• Sports psychology 

• Health, fitness and wellbeing 

• Analysing and evaluating performance 
 

Why Choose This Subject? 

• To improve leadership skills 
• To maintain their performance in physical activities and understand the benefits to health, 

fitness and wellbeing 

•  

 

  



 
 
 

Religious Studies (OCR)  

 
Religious Studies with Philosophy and Applied Ethics  
aims to encourage you to reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes through 
the exploration of religions and beliefs.  
 
Issues such as peace and conflict, war, pacifism, terrorism, just war theory, holy war, and the role 
of religion and belief in 21st century are covered. 
 
What will you learn?  

• Concepts of Justice 

• Conflict and Peace-Making 

• Eschatology 

• Equality 

• Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

• Free Will 

• Secularism and Secularisation 

• Soteriology 

• Theodicy 
 
You will learn to analyse, critically evaluate the link between belief and action and rationalise 
contradictions when they arise. The curriculum is designed to produce free-thinking individuals who 
will apply critical thinking and reason in either a professional or a personal capacity. 
The ultimate goal is to allow students to become erudite adults who are capable of producing 
abstract ideas, theories and cultural capital in philosophy, literary criticism, sociology, law, 
medicine, or science. 
 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 

• In an extraordinarily complex world of divergent people and opinion it is more important than 
ever to understand differences and recognise our common humanity in order to build bridges 
and come together. 

• Religious studies provide a formidable academic framework that is useful in the fields of 
politics, social work, journalism, medicine, law enforcement and psychology. 
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Psychology (AQA)  
GCSE Psychology provides students with the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of psychological ideas, processes, procedures and theories, and apply them in a 
range of contexts, outlined below. 
 
In Psychology, we will show how psychological knowledge and ideas change over time, and how 
these inform our understanding of behaviour. We will demonstrate the contribution of psychology to 
an understanding of individual, social and cultural diversity. We will also develop an understanding 
of the interrelationships between the core areas of psychology. 
 
Psychology will pull on knowledge and skills from a wide variety of subjects, specially written skills 
as developed in English, and mathematical skills as part of Maths. Students will conduct pieces of 
psychological research, involving skills developed in Science, but with the added complexity of 
testing humans as opposed to chemicals. 
 
What will you learn?  
Cognition and behaviour (Paper 1) 

1. Memory 

2. Perception 

3. Development 

4. Research methods 

Social context and behaviour (Paper 2) 

1. Social influence 

2. Language, thought and communication 

3. Brain and neuropsychology 

4. Psychological problems 

 
Why Choose This Subject? 
 

Psychology is a subject not previously studied at KS1-KS3, and involves topics that are highly 

relevant and interesting to society – from the perspective of questioning the choices we make. 

Psychology is a popular subject to pursue, and is not widely available at GCSE, which makes it 

highly sought after here at TMS. Psychology, whether you are interested in continuing it at A Level 

and beyond or not, has many applications to a broad range of careers later in life. Some examples 

include becoming a Psychologist (specialised), mental health worker, counselling services, law 

practices, marketing and business, prison services and police services. 

 

 

 


