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Update from Head of School
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to say a huge thank you for all of your support in what has been an incredibly 
busy and successful year for TMS. The school has had two positive Ofsted monitoring visits 
this year and we are anticipating a full graded inspection early in the new academic year, 
which we hope will be a positive reflection of how far the school has come in recent years. 
We have increased attendance by 3.4% on the previous academic year and this is in large 
part thanks to the positive relationships built between school and home, so thank you for 
helping us to drive this important area of school life. We hope to build on this and see 
further improvements next academic year.  

We had a wonderful goodbye for Year 11 with their graduation ceremony, leavers assembly 
and prom. They are the first cohort I have seen through from Year 7, and as such they will 
always have a special place in my heart! They truly exemplified our schools values of 
‘believe, achieve, succeed’. We hope they will achieve excellent academic outcomes this 
summer and we know they have bright futures ahead. They will always be welcomed back 
to TMS. I want to say a huge thank you to Miss Dolan and Ms Harrison for always 
‘believing’ in them and organising the most fantastic send off.

At this time of year, we inevitably have a few staff goodbyes too. This academic year, we 
say a fond farewell to the following staff: Ms Faherty, Mr Barry, Ms Davis, Mrs Norriss, Mr 
Hewitt, Mrs Masters, Mr Garziya, Ms Dockery, Ms Sim, Mr Lloyd, Mx Hobbs, Mrs Perry and 
Ms Lawrence. We wish them all the best in their next steps and thank them all for their 
contribution to our school community. 

I would like to say a particular thank you to Mr Deary as he pursues a leadership role closer 
to home. He joined TMS in September 2023 and has been a huge part of our leadership 
team and the rapid improvement journey we have been on. We know he has a very 
successful career ahead and wish him the best of luck. 

Finally, we say goodbye to Mrs Marston and Ms Mock who have both been at TMS for over 
20 years. This is an incredible amount of time they have committed to our school and we 
thank them wholeheartedly for all they have done for our students and community during 
this time.

The end of term saw plenty of examples of our students ‘succeeding’. It was a privilege to 
attend the IAT show at the Aylesbury Waterside theatre. I was so proud of our students 
performances and to see them shine onstage. The sense of community between the 
different schools reiterated how lucky we are to be part of a family of schools who work 
together to ‘Collaborate to Succeed’. 
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Other highlights included the end of term festival on the field, a Wimbledon trip, our 
geography field trip, Art exhibition and two very successful transition days for our new Year 
7’s. 

The PE department ran an incredible Sports Day and it was fantastic to see our students 
excelling and showing real teamwork and community spirit. I am delighted to say they won 
a gold for this years school games awards. This is a reflection of all the opportunities they 
have provided for our students to participate in sport.   

I would like to say a particular congratulations to Mary Grant who recently won the Bucks 
School award for ‘health and well-being’. This is truly well deserved win and reflection of all 
Mary does to support our staff and students.   

This year we have invested heavily in and placed significant emphasis on the importance of 
reading. This was recognised in our recent Ofsted monitoring visit report and we know 
reading has a direct link to the academic outcomes students will achieve. Part of this 
strategic priority involved launching Reading Plus and ensuring students are reading during 
3 tutor times a week. Students reading ages gained an average of 14 months from January 
to June through this platform. I am delighted to say that our school was named as the 
Reading Plus ‘School of the Year’ for Key Stage 3 due to the level of engagement and 
improvements seen. We will continue to focus on reading next academic year. 

I would like to thank The Friends of the Mandeville School for all their hard work and 
support this academic year. 

Finally, it continues to be a privilege to lead this wonderful school and I thank you for all 
your support this academic year. I hope you all have a relaxing summer break and look 
forward to being in touch again towards the end of the summer with details regarding the 
start of term arrangements. 

Kind Regards, 

Sara Durose

Head of School
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Prom - Leavers
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Prom - Leavers 

Celebrating the Class of 2026

As we come to the end of another academic year, we would like to take a moment to
celebrate the incredible Class of 2026 and reflect on the many special moments that 
marked the end of their journey at TMS.

In May, we held our very first Graduation Evening at TMS, a truly memorable occasion that
celebrated the hard work, dedication and achievements of our students over the past five
years. It was wonderful to see our whole community come together to recognise their
success. The evening highlighted the strong relationships that have been built between
students, staff and parents throughout their time at school, creating a fitting celebration of
everything they have accomplished.

June brought our Leavers’ Assembly, an emotional and heartfelt occasion as we prepared 
to say goodbye to Year 11. There were plenty of laughs, memories and, of course, tears as
students signed shirts, enjoyed a visit from the ice cream van and spent time together
reflecting on their years at TMS.

A special thank you must go to everyone who contributed to making the day so 
memorable,particularly Miss Harrison, whose support and efforts helped create a wonderful 
send-off for our students. Throughout the day, Year 11 demonstrated just how much they 
had grown during their time with us and how proud they were to be part of the TMS 
community.

Our celebrations concluded with the Year 11 Prom in July. Students truly dressed to 
impress and enjoyed an unforgettable evening dancing the night away with their friends. It 
was lovely to see members of staff join them for one final celebration and farewell, marking 
the end of an important chapter in their lives.

As they move on to new opportunities and experiences, we want our Class of 2026 to 
know how proud we are of every single one of them. They have shown resilience, 
determination and character throughout their time at TMS, and they will be missed dearly. 
As they begin this exciting new chapter, we have no doubt that they will go on to achieve 
great things and find success in whatever path they choose.

Finally, I would like to extend a huge thank you to all parents and carers for your support,
kindness and partnership over the past four years while I have had the privilege of being
Head of Year. Your encouragement and commitment have played a vital role in helping our
students reach this milestone.
Congratulations, Class of 2026. We wish you every success and happiness for the 
future.

Miss Dolan
Head of Year 11
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GeoGeography Trip 

Thursday 9th July saw the opportunity to take our year ten Geography 
students on their fieldwork trips as part of their GCSE course. Students 
took part in fieldwork tasks and experiences across the day, which have 
not only provided them with the essential knowledge for their paper three 

exam, but also set them up with the soft skills needed for the wider 
working environment.  We took our year ten students to look at the River 

Chess, across two parts (upstream in Chesham and downstream in 
Rickmansworth), as part of their physical geography fieldwork. The 
students were investigating how the river’s characteristics change 

downstream, looking at a variety of features including the width, depth 
and samples of rock found. Students had the opportunity at Chesham to 

conduct this fieldwork live in the River Chess at Chesham, where 
students were investigating those characteristics at the upstream portion 
of the river, to then compare at Rickmansworth, downstream. Students 
had thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to get into the river and conduct 
a live investigation to practise those fieldwork skills discussed in lessons 

leading up to the trip. 
Mr. A Barry ( Head of Geography) 
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   DofE Expedition   

Duke of Edinburgh’s  Award Update

It has been another exciting and rewarding period for our Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
participants, with students continuing to show fantastic commitment, resilience and
teamwork throughout their award journey.

Over the past few weeks, students have been making excellent progress in their
Volunteering, Physical and Skills sections. It has been wonderful to see them developing
new talents, supporting their local communities and challenging themselves outside of
school. Thank you to all of the parents, carers, assessors and volunteers who continue to
encourage and support our participants.

Qualifying Expedition

A particular highlight has been our Bronze Qualifying Expedition, which took place between Great 
Missenden and Chesham on 6th and 7th of July.

Throughout the expedition, students demonstrated outstanding determination, independence and teamwork 
as they navigated their planned routes, carried all of their own equipment and worked together to overcome 
the challenges of the weekend. Despite quite a lot of heat, they remained positive and supported one 
another every step of the way. Those involved said about how much they loved walking through nature and 
socialising with their team, including people they would not typically talk to.

We are incredibly proud of the maturity and resilience shown by every participant. Their
conduct throughout the expedition was a real credit to themselves, their families and the
School.

A huge thank you goes to Mr Hewitt, Mr Breen and the School of Outdoors and everyone
else who helped make the expedition such a success. Events like these would not be
possible without your dedication and support.

Mx. Ry Hobbs 

Science Assistant Teacher & Duke of Edinburgh Manager
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   IAT concert   

Thursday 2nd July was the date of the Insignis Academy Trust concert at the Waterside 
Theatre this year - a biennial event.  All 6 schools in the Trust came together to put on an 
incredible concert representing the Performing Arts - dance, music and drama.  The 
standard of performance from all schools was exceptional and there was a tangible feeling 
of unity and excitement across the Trust.  

Representing TMS,  Miss Dawson’s dance competition team performed a wonderfully 
varied routine to Queen’s classic, Bohemian Rhapsody reflecting the different styles within 
the song, whilst Miss Zinna’s competition team performed a really upbeat, fun dance to 
Fergie’s A Little Party.  Both teams gave slick and high energy performances, displaying 
fantastic team work and great performance skills.  The dance teams consist of students 
from year 7 through to year 11 which makes them really inclusive and their achievements 
all the more impressive. 

Our year 11 band started their set with Just a Girl by No Doubt, segueing into their next 
song with the iconic riff from Sweet Child of Mine by Guns N’ Roses.  The band have been 
playing together since year 9 and their sense of ensemble and camaraderie was highly 
evident in their performance.  Our vocalists, Szonja and Bella, get a special mention - they 
really owned that stage!  Instrumentalists William, Lola, Charlie and Olly, played so well 
and their performances were the best yet.  Their musical journey has been a real joy to 
witness.
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Despite it being an extremely long day with sweltering conditions in the dressing rooms, our 
students were patient and professional throughout. I know that I can speak for all TMS staff when 
I say how proud we were of our students - not only for their performances, but also, the way they 
conducted themselves when off stage and around the theatre.  There were definitely some 
innovative approaches to keeping cool - Bella in Y11 lay on the floor in her dressing room with her 
head in the fridge…  Whatever works!   

I would like to say a huge thank you to the staff who prepared these students for the concert and 
gave up hours of their time to rehearse.  Your passion, creativity and investment in what you do  
is invaluable and you create experiences for the students that they will never forget.  

Lastly, the biggest thank you goes to the students who took part in the concert.  We are so proud 
of you!  You totally smashed it!  We would like to wish our Y11 students all the very best for their 
future endeavors - keep performing!

All the very best,

Mrs Norriss - (outgoing) Head of Performing Arts and the Performing Arts team.

Another shout out goes to Libby in Y10 who performed a vocal solo as part of the whole Trust song - 
she looked and sounded amazing and was a real credit to the school.

All our performances were slightly bitter sweet, as many of our performers were Y11 and this concert 
marked their last performance as TMS students.  This made the show all the more special for them 
(and us staff!) and emotions ran high.  For the younger students, it will be the first of many more to 
come - I know that the performers are already looking forward to the next show.

 William (Y11) had a busy night - he and Gracie (also Y11) were responsible for announcing 
performances and both did so professionally and confidently.   As a soloist, William performed an 
extremely impressive vocal and guitar version of Big Love by Fleetwood Mac, before getting straight 
back on the stage and performing Saturday night’s alright for fighting by Elton John with the Y11 band 
from Princes Risborough School, stepping in for their absent guitarist.  This was a real testament to 
his ability and a brilliant show of solidarity within the Trust.

       IAT Concert    
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Art 

Celebrating Creativity Across the Curriculum at The Mandeville School
Our students have been incredibly busy showcasing their creativity and 
developing new skills through a range of exciting Art, design and technology 
projects this year.
As part of our Black History Month learning, students created a wonderful 
collection of portraits celebrating influential Black figures from history and 
the present day. Through careful observation, drawing techniques, and 
thoughtful research, they explored the achievements and contributions of 
inspiring individuals while expressing their learning through art. The finished 
portraits were both striking and meaningful, reflecting the students' hard 
work and creativity.
In Design and Technology, students have embraced our new curriculum with 
enthusiasm. They have demonstrated excellent problem-solving, designing, 
and making skills through a variety of engaging projects. From carefully 
planning and constructing their designs to evaluating their finished products, 
students have shown resilience, innovation, and pride in their work. It has 
been fantastic to see their confidence and practical skills continue to grow.
In Art and Design, students have embraced a wide range of skills and 
techniques, with passion, across KS3 and KS4.  Students have completed 
projects covering historical and contemporary art including Pop Art, Fauvist 
landscapes, portraiture and still life. We welcomed our new Year 7 cohort 
during the transition days and they embraced experimenting with oil pastels 
to create some striking bird drawings!
Our Art Exhibition has been a wonderful celebration of the talent across the 
school. The exhibition featured a wide range of artwork created throughout 
the year, highlighting different techniques, materials, and artistic styles. Our 
TMS community enjoyed seeing the creativity, imagination, and progress of 
our students, and it was a fantastic opportunity to celebrate their 
achievements with families and friends of TMS. 
We are incredibly proud of all our young artists and designers. Their 
enthusiasm, creativity, and willingness to challenge themselves have 
resulted in an inspiring collection of work that reflects both their artistic 
development and their enjoyment of learning and we can't wait for 
September! 

Kind regards 
Hayley Deller-Meakings 
Trust Lead for Art & Design
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Sports Day  

Wow, what an incredible day of energy, determination, and school spirit! From 
running races and javelin, to welly wanging and spaghetti towers. We had it all!

Our students gave their all and showed resilience, respect, and sportsmanship 
throughout the day.

A huge congratulations to all students and massive thank you in particular to the PE 
Team for organising such a wonderful day.

What a day to remember!

Annika Hearn
Librarian and Careers Administrator
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This is my last newsletter as Chair for FOTMS as I will step down at our AGM in September and won’t be 
seeking re-election due to other commitments. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our amazing team 
for their enthusiasm, skills and generous giving of their time to plan and run activities to raise funds and 
help school budgets go further, giving our students more opportunities. I’ve learned a lot of very valuable 
skills in my few years with PSCA/FOTMS teams and met lots of lovely people, shared parenting stories 
and had great support.

The parent volunteer team is a small group of people which continues to need more new people to keep 
the PTA alive. Next year, the team has been planning the activities they can support, and would like to 
support with a few more parent volunteers. 
Volunteering for one hour at one event a year makes all the difference. Can you give one hour to sell 
second hand uniforms and make cups of tea at a Parents Evening or school showcase event? Maybe help 
run the tea room at the Christmas Fayre or one evening sorting tombola prizes, so please do contact us let 
us know what you can do.

If you are social media savvy, we’d love your help to launch and post on an Instagram account, linked to 
our FaceBook account. Maybe you have great secretarial skills and could help with agendas and minutes 
for our committee meetings. We’d love to hear from you, please email FOTMS1963@gmail.com.

We’ve had a great year supporting our students. This year we’ve funded:
- Large Display frames for the Art Department corridor
- Wobble Cushion trial (x18) for locating in classrooms for anyone to use to reduce restlessness, 
enabling gentle movement for anyone that needs it to concentrate.
- Speech to Text headphones pilot for students that find writing too slow to get their ideas out.
- U.V. sports kit for Extra Curricular rewards, sports in the dark.
- DofE equipment for loaning to students and reducing cost to take part.
- African Drums & Guitar for the Music Department being used regularly for extra-curricular clubs.
- Modern shotputs, bright colourful weighted balls more attractive to use
- Table cloths for making student achievement events more special
- D&T Race Day Gazebo and starter kit to take part in the Greenpower Trust next year.
- High Jump Crash Mats to help reach the skies.

+ an urn and tea-trolley to reduce set up/clear up time before/after events and a dedicated donation box 
for second hand uniform and raffle prizes (coming to the reception area soon). 

We would be grateful if you could sign up for EasyFundraising and accept donations for The Mandeville 
School. It is a simple way to raise money as you buy groceries, insurance, gifts, holidays, visit attractions, 
etc. and helps direct companies’ charitable donations to FOTMS, completely free of charge for you.

I hope you all have a great summer break and a very well-earned rest. 

FOTMS

mailto:FOTMS1963@gmail.com
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Annual General Meeting (AGM) and Next FOTMS meeting
Our AGM is on 24th Sept 2026 at 6.30pm followed by our regular committee 
meeting in the School Library.. 

Every year at the AGM, all the Trustees step down, proposals and voting for 
the next committee are made. There are 3 Trustee positions, Chair, Treasurer 
and Secretary. If you fancy a go at becoming a trustee next year, would like to 
know more about the roles and responsibilities, please get in touch, or just 
come along and see what takes place.

FOTMS is a member of Parentkind, fully covered by their Public Liability 
Insurance and benefits from their support and advice for UK PTA’s.

Come along and find out what plans we have made for 2026/27, everyone 
welcome. If you have any questions, would like a copy of the agenda or 
would like to attend via Googlemeet*, even if its just to listen in to what’s 
going on, please contact us at FOTMS1963@gmail.com. 

* AGM voting must be done in person.
 
Kind regards,
Kath Potts (Chair) and Friends of The 
Mandeville School Volunteers

FOTMS

mailto:FOTMS1963@gmail.com
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FACEBOOK   
 https://www.facebook.com/TheMandevilleSchool 

SCHOOL WEBSITE
https://www.mandeville.bucks.ch.uk/index.asp

    INSTAGRAM 
  

https://www.instagram.com/the_mandeville_school 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FTheMandevilleSchool&e=12d6569d&h=c79cecdb&f=y&p=y&m=4gmqzF2zQFzGCCv
https://www.mandeville.bucks.ch.uk/index.asp
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fthe_mandeville_school&e=12d6569d&h=6801dba6&f=y&p=y&m=4h02QB533QzFpW1

